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grandchildren. He remembered having his ears boxed by her after his return from the Waterloo campaign.
But Lady de Clifford, very unlike the Berkeley Square grandmother, was a staunch ally of her little grandson and fought his battles against all comers.
In January, 1805, when the Princess Charlotte of Wales had completed her ninth year, an establishment was formed for her education and placed under the control of Lady de Clifford.
Grandfather was for years after that a constant playmate of the Princess, of whom he had many a curious anecdote to tell. She was excessively violent in her disposition, but easily appeased, very warmhearted, and never so happy as when doing a kindness. From her he received his first watch, his first pony and many a top.
When she went out shopping with Lady de Clifford, she thought it very amusing to assume an alias, and on these occasions would take the name of young Keppel's sister Sophia; but her own free and easy demeanour was in such contrast with the reserved and timid manner of the little girl whose personality she borrowed, that nobody who knew them both could possibly have been deceived.
On Saturdays Keppel was generally the guest of the Princess, but on Sundays she returned his visits either at his father's house at Earl's Court, Brompton, or at Lady de Clifford's villa at Paddington. On one of these occasions the Prince of Wales honoured Lady de Clifford with his company at luncheon. He was fond of good living, and considered her cook an artiste in her own line. But that day luncheon was unaccountably late, and the old lady rang the bell violently. When the meal was eventually served,LOOKING BACK                    13
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